2009 IAMA Lifetime Achievement Recipient
John Davis

Creator, Host and Executive Producer

As the Emmy® Award-winning host, executive pro-
ducer and creator of MotorWeek, television's
longest running automotive series, John Davis is
seen by millions of viewers on PBS, SPEED and V-
me Spanish-language network. One of the most
trusted and recognized automotive journalists in the
nation, Davis has been featured on CNN, Weekend
Today, Live with Regis and Kelly, PARADE maga-
zine and The Baltimore Sun, as well as local media
throughout the country. He has also written regu-
larly on automotive industry topics for The Wash-
ington Post.

As MotorWeek's host and executive producer since
the series debuted in 1981, Davis oversees all edi-
torial content, and has put every new car and truck
model manufactured in the last 30 years through
extensive road tests to judge their practicality for
buyers. He recognizes that as the second biggest
purchase Americans make, car buyers must be
well-informed before they enter a dealer showroom.
That's why MotorWeek's focus is on helping con-
sumers make smart choices based on their
lifestyles and finances, as well as safety considera-
tions and the vehicle's impact on the environment.

As one of the first mainstream media outlets to pro-
vide regular coverage of alternative fuels and
"green" vehicle technology, Davis and MotorWeek
have worked with the U.S. Department of Energy
(DOE) to promote public awareness about the im-
pact renewable fuels can have on petroleum de-
pendence and the environment. He has been a
speaker at DOE's "Clean Cities" conferences and
makes presentations to industry leaders and fed-
eral officials. Davis has also been involved in rais-
ing public awareness about other important
automotive-related issues. In 2004 and 2005, he
served as a spokesperson for the North Carolina
Department of Transportation's program promoting
annual automotive emissions inspections. In 2002,

Davis was spokesperson for the "Smooth Operator"
initiative to combat aggressive driving in the Wash-
ington Metro region.

Davis is one of the founders of the North American
Car & Truck of The Year Awards, the only inde-
pendent journalistic automotive award in North
America. He served on its executive board from
1994 to 2008. He is also one of the organizers and
an original member of the Washington Automotive
Press Association. Davis is a former president of
the International Motor Press Association.

Davis has received some of the highest awards in
automotive journalism and television, including two
Emmy® Awards. In 2007, he won an Emmy®
Award from the National Academy of Television Arts
& Sciences (NATAS) National Capital Chesapeake
Bay Region, and in 1998 from the NATAS Chicago-
Midwest Chapter. Davis also received an Interna-
tional Automotive Media Award in 2005 from the
International Society for Vehicle Preservation. He
was honored with International Wheel Awards in
2004 and 2003, and two Golden Wheel Awards in
1999, including the grand award, from the Detroit
Press Foundation which recognizes the best in au-
tomotive journalism.

A 1970 mechanical and aerospace engineering
graduate of North Carolina State University, Davis
also holds a master of business administration de-
gree from the University of North Carolina. He was
the 1969-1970 recipient of the W.D. Cartwright Me-
morial Engineering Scholarship and a member of
the Pi Tau Sigma honorary scholastic fraternity.

Prior to joining Maryland Public Television, Davis
worked for the Wall Street brokerage firm of Kidder,
Peabody and Company as a transportation analyst.
He has owned a variety of high performance cars,
including a vintage Ford Mustang, Chevrolet
Corvette and deTomaso Pantera.





